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Q&A
Tashia Bradley on Kentucky, Tortola, the Pugh Center mission, and the mild winter she brought with her to Maine
GERRY BOYLE ’78 INTERVIEW  JEFF POULAND Photos

lives there. Most of my summers I’ve spent
there. I see myself constantly moving back and
forth between these cultures. And since I’ve
been here, I’m now identifying more as a southerner. I never really identified as a southerner
before. There are distinct cultural differences.

Pugh Center Director Tashia Bradley came to
Colby in July after serving as director of the Black
Cultural Center at Berea College in Kentucky. She
has held administrative positions at New College
of Florida, Milliken University, and the University
of Kansas. Bradley holds a Ph.D. from Florida
State, in addition to degrees from Florida A&M
and the University of Kansas.
You came to Colby from Berea College. Are
there big differences between the two?
I think there really are distinct differences.
The mission of Berea is very targeted toward
students from the Appalachia region who have
limited economic means but great promise.
It has an historical commitment to interracial
education. So I think there’s a distinct difference because the mission is so different, but
I think there are lots of possibilities at Colby.
I think that Colby has an opportunity to live up
to people like Lovejoy, Mary Low—all of those
kinds of people who have had activist kind of
spirit, changing the world.
Do you invoke their names?
I’m starting to now. I realized that sometimes
students just don’t know. They don’t know who
I’m talking about. As an historian of education
I have to tell them. Colby does have this fascinating history and this fascinating story. And
they, too, are now part of the story. They’ve got
to leave a legacy. I’m learning too. Initially when
I saw the Lovejoy Building I didn’t immediately
make the connection in my head. And then
when I saw the Lovejoy Convocation poster I
said, “I know all about this person.”
With the background of Kentucky and Berea,
were you daunted by the prospect of coming
to Maine?
Everybody keeps telling me it’s going to be
horribly cold and all of that. I just didn’t believe

24

Such as?
Well, people [here] won’t say hello. I think
people think I’m very strange because I’m
constantly, “Hi, Hi,” and I may not know the
person. I would say people move faster here.
... I think people also understand race relations
very differently here.

Pugh Center Director Tashia Bradley during a
workshop sesson with Ralphe Bunche Scholars.
it. And look. It’s not so bad this year. I think I
bring good weather wherever I go. But I wasn’t
daunted. What people will learn about me is
that there isn’t much that daunts me.
Your mother is from Tortola and your father
from Anguilla.
Yes, and it’s really interesting when we think
about place and belonging and home. I was
born and raised in Orlando, Florida, but Tortola
is what I really consider to be home. And place,
especially for students who think about why
they come to Colby, as they think about belonging to the Colby culture, what makes home?
What makes place? For me it was my grandmother, who lives there [Tortola]. My grandmother is a hundred and three. So I’m always
going to see her and visiting with her. My aunt

In what ways is that different?
I think that when you are devoid of certain
cultures and certain people you can operate
very differently. And you can think you’re very
progressive until someone shows up and is
like, “Well, I’m feeling it a little bit differently.”
Coupled with a culture that maybe doesn’t talk
about things in the same kind of way, maybe
because it’s so cold or whatever and people
are just moving through their lives, creating a
space to have those conversations seems very
different here. But it doesn’t mean it’s bad or
good, it’s just very different.
Does anything specific come to mind?
I think like for MLK Day—it’s a huge thing down
south. Everybody is involved. Here it’s just kind
of quiet. I’m saying, “You have to have a huge
adventure around this.” It’s a day for us to
reflect, rejuvenate, and keep going forward.
Can you change that by next year?
I think it will be one of those things that is a
significant culture shift. People understanding
that it’s a day on, it’s not a day off. That it is
an opportunity for us to think together and to
break bread together, not just to say we did it,
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People are receptive?
How could you not be? Honestly, I haven’t seen
a plethora of situations here where people
have said, ”No, I’m not going to change, I’m not
going to try something different.” They may be
thinking it, but they haven’t said it to me.

Tashia Bradley, director of the Pugh Center, right, with Ralph J. Bunche Scholars Cassie Smith ’15,
Shadiyat Ajao ’15, Kelly Carrasco ’14, and Eleni Choephel ’13 as they plan an upcoming symposium.
but to continue to move forward and to think of
all the other things that Dr. King needed us to
consider—around war, around poverty, around
people’s right to work, and so forth. That’s the
kind of space I’m interested in creating.
You’ve mentioned the Pugh Center’s
mission—“Engage, Explore, Educate.”
How does that play out?
Well, we’re definitely engaged. Students are
exploring the different possibilities in the Pugh
Center, different programs that we have. I think
the education part is still a work in progress.
Part of what I want to see happen is students
helping to educate their peers, doing more classroom engagement kind of work. I’ve been able
to do some of that, but not to the level I’m comfortable with at this point. But I think the spirit
is there. I definitely see that with some of the
efforts already going on with Dr. [Joseph] Atkins
and CCOR. In terms of the students, I do see
them engaging in ways that are meaningful to
them, particularly the students of color. They’re
constantly involved in a lot of different kinds of
things. I’m surprised sometimes when they send
out notes to their peers—“You should really
come to this,” or “Why weren’t you there?”—
feeling comfortable that they can do that.

Can you explain the seamlessness you talk
about for the Pugh Center?
For me the work of the Pugh Center should
not be this kind of thing where “those people”
go—whoever “those people” are. It’s about the
fabric of the institution, weaving it all together
so that there’s no feeling of, “Oh, because I’m
Caucasian I can’t engage.” This is all part of
your experience. This is how you should learn
and you can learn. We all have to access it.
There are certain philosophies, there are certain perspectives that we’re going to promote
in this particular space. But that doesn’t mean
everybody can’t access it. And everybody
should access it.
How have you tried to make that happen?
I think at this point what I’m trying to do is,
number one, just keep the doors open so
people understand you can come in, build
community. The idea that people come in, I say
hello to them. I’m here, encouraging students
to say hello, reaching outside of the center to
different organizations, saying, “You should
have your meeting in here.” Or, “I’d love to
come talk to your group. How can we partner?”

Are there different challenges here?
If I had to compare it to other schools I’ve been
to, I would have to say that Colby has a very different student population. I would think that, if
we played into the stereotypes, a lot of students
are not the “ninety-nine percenters.” I think that
makes a big difference, because the activism
work here is often centered around people who
have significant funds. So how does a person
who, especially at this age, considers, “I have
all of these resources, I’m the person who these
people are talking about. I can make a choice of
engaging, but I don’t want to walk away always
feeling guilty, or I can just lay all that stuff down,
like the disciples. I have only these two choices.” I feel like I need to create an alternative
number three for students. Because activism
doesn’t mean you have to give up everything. It
doesn’t mean that you have to feel guilty to the
point where you can’t do anything.
How do you describe the concept?
I’ll use a Teach for America kind of model. Most
people think of Teach for America as, you go into
the classroom for two years. But really Teach
for America is about what happens in those two
years so you can learn, so you can effect policy
later. And you can effect change. So what if
for the four years that you’re here at Colby you
think of it as your learning environment where
you’re learning about all the ways we intersect
and don’t intersect, all the relationships that are
good and bad and so forth? And then you go out
and do whatever you do, but you take a commitment to apply that to the work that you’re doing
so you can make different kinds of decisions.
So this is the classroom.
Yeah. Pretty much. People ask me, “Why don’t
you teach in a classroom?” I’m like, “I teach
every day.”
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Weather Report
senior Speaks at meteorological meeting, challenges historians’ take on the history of ForEcasting
Stephen Collins ’74 STORY  jeff pouland portrait

Everyone likes to gripe about the weather forecasters. Even historians.
But when Robert Canning ’12 addressed the history symposium of the
American Meteorological Society’s 2012 annual meeting in New Orleans in
January, he took a contrarian stance. Where historians have painted the period between World Wars as “a scientific backwater within the United States
Weather Bureau” in Canning’s words, he told his audience, “I disagree.”
And with some of the very historians who wrote the book(s) on that old,
inept Weather Bureau in the audience, Canning respectfully challenged the
conventional view. He spoke for 20 minutes and fielded questions for 10
more, suggesting that archival documents from the Library of Congress
show a different story: innovative directors of research who were introducing cutting-edge meteorological science despite the severe budget constraints of the Great Depression and a very skeptical public.
It’s remarkable for an undergraduate to participate in the annual AMS
convention and the first time in memory that an undergraduate has earned
a speaking role in the history symposium, according to Roger Turner, adjunct professor of history at Dickinson and chair of the AMS history session.
Canning submitted an abstract and was invited to speak at the international symposium after studying original sources—primarily the papers of
the Weather Bureau’s scientific services chief Harry Wexler—and challenging conventional interpretations. Then he had to find funding for the New
Orleans trip. First he got a travel grant from the dean of faculty’s office, then
he got himself hired by AMS to support audio-visual technology for other
people’s talks. “So they would pay for my hotel,” he explained.
As he made his rounds helping scientists with projectors and PowerPoints, he got questions like, “What? You’re giving a lecture? You’re not just
doing a poster?” he said. “And a number of individuals would come up to
me and ask me how my Ph.D. was going and how far into the book I was.”
“He definitely earned the slot on his own,” said Professor James R.
Fleming (science, technology, and society), Canning’s honors thesis advisor and the keynote speaker at the symposium. “He came up with a challenge to the received message that the Weather Bureau was a backwater
agency, so he had an original thesis.” The only other undergraduates at the
AMS conference this year were meteorology majors invited to an afternoon
acculturation session, Fleming said. Not presenters.
And the talk was well received. “He was very polished, and he attracted a
good audience,” said Turner, who organized the symposium as history chair.
“Robbie gave a very sophisticated rendering of the history of American meteorology in the middle third of the twentieth century. ... I was very impressed.”
Canning, a science, technology, and society (STS) major from Massachusetts, worked as Fleming’s research assistant last summer reading archival materials—papers from the Library of Congress about the Weather
Bureau between World War I and World War II, that will inform Fleming’s
next book, on the emergence of atmospheric science.
Canning is writing an honors thesis on his research that will be cata-

“A number of individuals would come up to me and ask me
how my Ph.D. was going and how far into the book I was.”
—Robert Canning ’12
loged in the Colby libraries, and he presented at the Colby Undergraduate
Research Symposium in April. But he’s also interested in getting a version
published—not an unrealistic hope, Fleming said. “I really think very highly
of his work. It’s absolutely original.”
He said Canning is probably one year away from a master’s degree if he
wants it. And, after his experience in New Orleans, Canning can more clearly picture graduate school as part of his future. “The conference showed me
that there is so much more to do in academia moving forward than I really
was aware of,” he said.
Fleming said the college senior mingled comfortably with senior scientists, including several past presidents of the AMS, and confidently discussed his research. “He kind of breathes this stuff.”
But graduate school will have to wait a couple of years, Canning says.
He’s ready for a break from studying and needs to earn some money, so
he’s headed for Madison, Wis., where he has a job as a project manager
and consultant implementing a computer-based medical records system—
a job he got through a Colby Career Center posting. And since it combines
helping people get well and streamlining medical care, “It seems like something I can really feel good about doing,” he said.
The job will draw on technical, analytical, and communications skills,
and Canning points to the ways Colby taught and refined those abilities. He
describes the STS major as the liberal arts degree within a liberal arts curriculum. “Being an interdisciplinary major, it’s all about finding connections
between a number of different things and communicating the technical and
the scientific ... really bridging that gap,” he said.
“Colby, without a doubt, gave me the platform—everything that Colby
allows, with the small student body and the small classes,” he said. “I’ve
taken a lot of discussion courses, and that’s really helped my ability.”
For Fleming, it goes beyond being Canning’s advisor and mentor. “He’s
my colleague I guess,” Fleming said. “I’m able to discuss my research questions intelligently with him, and he’s able to come to me with some shorthand questions because we’ve both read much of the same stuff.”
To hear audio of Canning’s talk at the AMS history symposium,
go to colbymag.com, keyword: canning

Robert Canning ’12 with his mentor, Professor James Fleming (science, technology, and society). The background image is a 1954 painting that represents
weather systems as they might appear from 4,000 miles above the Earth. Fleming found a photograph of the painting in the National Archives.
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Finding Community
Projects for Peace documentary explores a different, and for many, more rewarding way of life
Teko Mmolawa ’12 STORY

Thomas Bollier ’11 pHOTOS

Armand Tufenkian ’10 and Tamer Hassan
’11 had no intention of jumping into “the real
world” after graduation. Instead, they set out
to document an alternative, which eventually
brought them to the tiny town of Rutledge, Mo.,
(post office, general store, population 102)
where, just beyond the cornfields, is a thriving
network of “intentional communities.” In these
communities—Sandhill Farm, Dancing Rabbit
Ecovillage, and Red Earth Farms—Tufenkian
and Hassan shared living spaces, garden
chores, and found much more than a compelling place to film a documentary.
“Intentional communities,” said Hassan,
“are what makes sense.”
As a Colby senior Hassan was awarded a
$10,000 Projects for Peace grant, given by
philanthropist Kathryn Wasserman Davis. He
proposed using film to reveal alternative ways
of living to a mainstream audience.
The Colby project comes as the intentional-community movement is growing. Laird
Schaub, one of the founding members of
Sandhill Farm and executive secretary of the
Fellowship for Intentional Communities (www.
ic.org), reports that in 1990 their network had
a little more than 300 communities. By 2010
there were nearly 1,100 intentional communities in the network.
Both Hassan and Tufenkian first heard
about intentional communities in their senior
years of high school. Tufenkian’s English
teacher had been to Twin Oaks in Virginia (an
egalitarian community started in 1967), and
Hassan’s psychology teacher had assigned
Walden Two by B.F Skinner, a book that Twin
Oaks is based on.

Tamer Hassan ’11, above, films a resident of Dancing Rabbit Ecovillage as he shapes a yoke for
carrying heavy loads.
Intentional communities stayed with the
pair well into college, and they decided to make
a short documentary about Twin Oaks during
the summer of 2010. They secured a grant
from the Goldfarb Center and produced a piece
called Family Business that describes life at
the community.
This experience led to the Davis grant, and
in the summer of 2011 the pair, along with
Thomas Bollier ’11 (a friend who transferred
from Colby) traveled across the country visiting
several communities—including EcoVillage in
Ithaca, New York, and Alpha Farm in Deadwood, Ore. But it was in the small town of
Rutledge that they hit the jackpot.

Sandhill Farm is the oldest of the three
communities they visited. In 1974 a few Carlton College graduates who wanted to replicate
the intimate community setting they had in
college set out for rural Missouri. They started
a community of a dozen people, sharing money
and food. Within biking distance of Sandhill is
Dancing Rabbit Ecovillage, which was started
in 1997. Farther along is Red Earth Farms, an
intentional community of homesteads.

28 Colby / SPRING 2012

CM_24-37_FTH From the Hill_v2.indd 28

4/25/12 2:42 PM

Tamer Hassan ’11, left, and Armand Tufenkian ’10 shoot video as a farmer at Sandhill Farm explains the operation of a combine.

To document the movement, Hassan,
Tufenkian, and Bollier integrated
themselves into the rhythm of the
Missouri communities, living there for a
week without picking up a camera.

To document the movement, Hassan,
Tufenkian, and Bollier integrated themselves
into the rhythm of the Missouri communities,
living there for a week without picking up a
camera. In the process they fell in love with the
emphasis on community and sharing. But to
show others what they were witnessing, they
had to pull out the camera, which changed the
dynamic. “When I have the camera I feel like
an outsider,” said Tufenkian.
Back in Maine, sitting in front of their Macs
for days on end in a Portland apartment, they
set out to edit content about living outside the
mainstream. The film includes clips of an oat
harvest done with a tractor pulling a harvester,
with close-ups of the oats falling into the collector. There’s a woman drying her laundry on
a line at Red Earth Farms while enjoying the
company of her daughter, who is on a swing
close by. The harvester comments on the
harvest as he works, and the woman explains
her daughter’s sensitivity to nature, a sensitivity the mother had to learn herself after moving
into community living.

While the film has the capacity to expose
a wider audience to the little-known world of
intentional communities, the impact of the
communities on the three filmmakers, like the
film itself, remains a work in progress. While enamored of the life they were part of, they have
returned to the mainstream world—for now.
“We found these communities, and then I
was thrown back into that [mainstream] world,
in which success is the ultimate goal,” Hassan
said. “That’s really disorienting, because it’s
my parents, my friends, the college I went to—
all of that is teaching me these things.”
Said Tufenkian, “This is a way of me connecting my ideas, my principles, what I believe
in, with what I do.”
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Literary Peaks
At Whitefish Review, Colby trio (Plus one) gives art and literature a mountain home
Erika Mailman ’91 story

Everything about the Whitefish Review is palpably pine-scented and
mountainy. The offices of the literary journal’s Montana offices resemble
the inside of a fishing lodge. During a recent interview there, coeditor Ryan
Friel ’93 sipped his local Wheatfish beer. A few steps out the door there is
a view of majestic mountains.
And then, of course, there is the journal itself, born and raised in the
mountains—with a heritage that extends to Mayflower Hill.
Friel, Mike Powers ’93, and Lyndsay Griffiths Schott ’95, along with
Brian Schott, are among the editors who run Whitefish Review. A journal
of art, literature, and photography, it recently put out its 10th edition and
celebrated five years of existence.
The magazine acts as a social connector in the small community of
Whitefish, Mont., population 6,400. Each edition is celebrated with a
release party held in a local wine bar, and perusing the donor list in the
beginning of each issue is an object lesson in getting everyone you know
to contribute to your magazine.
Past issues show a journal with a sense of place: a black-and-white fish
icon runs at the top of each contribution, and the same fish appears on the
cover with the legend, “Illumination from the mountains.” Half the contributors for the current issue list Montana as their residence.
Despite laboring intensively for the magazine (sometimes working 10
p.m. to 3 a.m. to get things done), only two of the principals are writers:
Friel and Brian Schott. And they all have day jobs. Lyndsay Schott is a
bookkeeper and massage therapist, Friel is a city council member who
runs a fly-fishing lodge and works for the National Ski Patrol, and Powers
works in insurance sales and adjusting.
“It’s a way to keep art and literature in our lives,” Powers said.

Whitefish Review editors, from left, Mike Powers ’93, Ryan Friel ’93,
Lindsay Griffiths Schott ’95, and Brian Schott.

30

Covers of recent issues of Whitefish Review, a Colby alumni-driven literary
journal that helps keep the arts vital in the mountains of Montana.
At Colby they were similarly eclectic, majoring in political science (Friel), English (Powers), and biology (Schott). “Our different backgrounds
give our group its depth and keep this project interesting,” Schott said.
One thing they have in common is love for their community, chosen one
night in the Spa as they discussed where to live after graduation. (Whitefish prevailed over Jackson Hole.)
In its five years the magazine has published more than 300 different
voices. “We’re trying to bring the arts to those who might not gravitate
toward a literary journal. Think of it as Paris Review meets Outside magazine,” Schott said. She points out that Whitefish Review publishes interviews with people outside the arts world, like former NFL quarterback
Drew Bledsoe, professional kayaker Brad Ludden, and extreme skier
Scot Schmidt.
The editors also take pride in the fact that they give first-time writers a
shot—along with drawing in powerhouses like John Irving and Terry Tempest
Williams. “One-hundred percent of the artists and authors we reached out to
have agreed to provide work,” Powers said. In a recent issue, a local ninthgrader’s writing was published alongside that of Tom Brokaw.
Said Friel, “We consider what we’re doing to be a magazine with a
slant toward mountain culture. Our mission is to embrace all types of
work as long as it gives you pause.”
Whitefish Review welcomes submissions of art, photography, and literature. Upcoming issue number 10 contains a piece by Christy Everett ’94.
More at www.whitefishreview.org. Erika Mailman’91 is the author of two
historical novels and can be found at www.erikamailman.com.
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Sadoff Invites Us To Love Life Despite Hardship and Injustice
ment”) Metaphor and simile are the connective
tissue of these poems that create correspondence and relationships in their movements,
because “things happen to us in terms of how
we feel about them,” Sadoff has said.
True Faith doesn’t solve, or aim to solve—
these poems aren’t meant to be “understood.”
They are invitations. Sadoff shows us what he
sees, and he wants us to join him on a journey—
not to look for meaning but to gather meaning
through the experience, to appreciate the preciousness of being alive, as in “For Beauty”:

Those fortunate enough to have studied with
Ira Sadoff, Arthur Jeremiah Roberts Professor
of English, know personally the enormous care
he devotes to his students. It is this same deep
spirit of veraciousness that Sadoff brings to his
readers in his latest poetry collection,
True Faith.
In a world “where there’s enough suffering in
unequal parts to go around,” Sadoff wonders,
“how do you still say yes to the blessings of
being alive?” True Faith embraces difficulty and
loss and creates a willingness to face these
truths. In these poems, Sadoff struggles to
come to terms with a universe that is profoundly unjust, while at the same time he longs for
community. The title poem sets the framework
for the collection, with passive-aggressive flowers and prayers, illness, loss of jobs, painful
childhood memories, overcome in a tonal shift
that soars with a collective breath as a man
hang-glides from a mountaintop,

Imagination’s a great gift: you can make it small,
call it escapist, transcendent, fancy, and sometimes
it walks away from the accident; it might haul you off
to a lush little meadow, or the muddy pond
where yaks dip their tongues in the gatorless water
where you can wash off the scratches and bruises.

And descending, until he lands tumbleweed style
In a field adjacent to the vineyard of the Lord,
Followed by beers at the Hofbrau, where we lean
Into one another with joy and shout and toast
one another,

True Faith
Ira Sadoff (English)
BOA Editions Ltd (2012)

Thinking we could have lost this one and that one,
And how quiet the earth would be, and how round.

interruptions in logic, and shifts in tone reflects
who we are as real people. Each poem contains
a range of experience: “In the silences there
was a great sea between us. / All right, it was
more like a pond. But an icy little pond.” (“La-

Sadoff’s attention to diction is by turns
intimate, playful, and serious. His use of slang,

Ira Sadoff’s imagination in True Faith
provides us a salve against life’s cruelties. To
borrow one of his critical phrases and turn it on
his own work, we’re drawn to the poems of True
Faith because they reflect the world in which we
actually reside. In spite of how difficult it is, we
love life so much we don’t want to lose it.
			
—Matt O’Donnell
Matt O’Donnell is editor of From the Fishouse,
an online audio archive of poetry,
www.fishousepoems.org.

Marketing Experts Say Plain Talk Beats Social Media
That social media and online shopping generate buzz around a variety of products and companies is well known. But marketing gurus Ed
Keller and Brad Fay ’87, the
CEO and COO respectively of
the Keller Fay Group: Word of
Mouth Research & Consulting, argue that in-person contact is the unrivaled factor in
getting consumers to buy.
In The Face-to-Face Book:
Why Real Relationships Rule
in a Digital Marketplace, Keller
and Fay tackle the myth of online advertising
power, arguing that a whopping 90 percent of
brand influence occurs offline.
With a diverse array of case studies about
household names such as General Mills, Old

The Face-to-Face Book: Why Real Relationships Rule
in a Digital Marketplace
Ed Keller and Brad Fay ’87
Free Press, an imprint of Simon & Schuster (May 2012)

Spice, Kraft, Zappos, Toyota, and Dell, The
Face-to-Face Book helps us understand social
marketing phenomena by combining consumer
psychology with the know-how of two prominent
word-of-mouth experts.
Likening the rise of social media to the American gold rush, Keller and Fay argue that companies are “chasing an immense social wave that
is not yet fully understood.” They point out the
limits of social media in creating a “talkworthy”
and successful brand name, and they reveal that

all that glitters on a computer screen is not marketing gold.
Perhaps most interesting is “The Road to the
White House is Lined with Influencers,” Keller
and Fay’s examination of Barack Obama’s 2008
presidential campaign, which is widely credited
with savvy use of social media. While the consensus is that Obama’s online presence secured him significant influence among voters,
campaign insiders credit on-the-ground communication strategy as critically important.
With its diverse approaches to in-person
communication, Keller and Fay provide an informative tool that debunks our perceptions of
social media, ultimately allowing marketers and
customers to connect and engage with each
other where most of the action occurs—offline.
		
—Dash Wasserman ’12
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Considering Life’s Stepping Stones
For Debra Spark’s characters, it’s the journey, not the destination
In Debra Spark’s latest book, The Pretty
Girl, the quotidian and the fantastic collide. As
though Raymond Carver wrote science fiction,
Spark gives her readers deep insights into the
mundane sadness of the human condition—
and then, in the last story of the collection,
throws in a miniature rabbi who dispenses
wisdom despite being encased in a chocolate
egg since sometime after World War II.
In the novella-length title story, a girl
becomes entranced by a painting in her great
aunt’s apartment. Over the decades the painting is a touchstone as she enters her relative’s
space, defined by lonesomeness—and the
glamour of having been a single working girl in
New York City. As the great aunt lapses into
an inelegant decline and death, the narrator
researches the painting and uncovers a family
secret so airtight even her own mother doesn’t
know it. Via this haunting story (which rewards
multiple reads), we’re asked to speculate
about what constitutes a well-lived existence
and why the narrator might have exulted that,
after all, great-aunt Rose did have a life.
Spark, professor of English, flawlessly shifts
gears, bringing us to disparate settings—
Victorian-era London, Switzerland, Cambridge,
Massachusetts—that connect because of the
self-conscious characters struggling to find
meaning in their circumscribed lives. Her gentle

humor helps allay their overarching sense
of alienation. Another shared thread is their
identity as Jews, from kids who watch Shalom
Sesame videos to a schizophrenic artist who
draws Hasidic men. The shadow of Shoah can
be dimly seen on each story’s wallpaper.
But one of the most unexpected, and delightful, bonds is a quirky repetition of certain
concepts. In these stories, three people have
visited Switzerland, two have worked as art
conservators, several have been policemen.
Let’s just say, any book with two cheese makers deserves special scrutiny. These references provide a little jolt and make the reader
stop to consider, “Wait! Were these the same
people? The one who stayed in the B&B and
the one who married the guy from the Métro?”
Overall they impart disjointed coherence, because the coincidences aren’t meaningful, but
random, like life.
None of the people who so convincingly populate these tales seem happy (the one with the
best shot gets foreboding news on her wedding
day), but, regardless, there’s great pleasure in
reading such careful, precise prose. With economical narration and dead-on dialogue, Spark
makes us care for these wounded souls. Her
motif of seeking someone to truly listen to you
argues that if we can’t control the bitterness
of events, we can find comfort in talking about

The Pretty Girl
Debra Spark (English)
Four Way Books (2012)

them. Says one character, “Everybody she
knew wanted their life to be a stepping-stone to
something else, and no one was happy where
they landed. And what of it? That was life. It
didn’t matter really. Or it wouldn’t matter if only
there were someone to talk to about it.”
		
—Erika Mailman ’91

Finding Home Amid Myth and Mystery
Three decades ago James Bishop Jr. ’58
sat at the bedside of his mother, model and
artist Lucile Brokaw, and
received her dying wish
for him: that he should
live in a town in Arizona with a creek running
through it. In the title
essay from his newest
book, The Pink Nectar
Café: Myths and Mysteries (Wildcat Publishing,
2011), Bishop writes of
finding that town, Sedona, and of his first foray into the myths and
mysteries of the Southwest.
Bishop, a journalist and writer previously
based in Washington, D.C., and New York,
32

The Pink Nectar Café: Myths and Mysteries
James Bishop Jr. ’58
Wildcat Publishing (2011)

went to Sedona shortly after his mother’s
death and settled there. He was unexpectedly
drawn to the zeitgeist of the town and its New
Age embrace of Native American traditions
and faiths. The book’s dozen essays reflect
Bishop’s conversion from an East Coast skeptic to a man willing to be enchanted by—and to
live peacefully with—things he cannot explain.
The tagline on each essay in The Pink Nectar
Café (from a song by Iris DeMent) is, “Let the
mystery be!”
Slender though this volume is, the essays
cover a lot of ground, from “Wicked Navajo

Winds” and “Ghostwalker,” stories of white
encounters with native belief, to “The Lady
Who Blew the Whistle,” about a one-woman
campaign to bring down the board of trustees of
the Museum of Northern Arizona, to “The Dying
River,” whose protagonist is a bureaucrat trying
to stem overdevelopment of a fragile watershed.
Some of the essays veer into territory that
many readers will find difficult to credit—
”Grand Canyon Secrets” describes theories of
Egyptian ancestry for the Hopi and Puebloan
peoples, for example—and Bishop can clearly
live with that. Taken as a whole, the essays
make a powerful case for the Southwest as the
continent’s most enduringly unknowable and
iconoclastic locale, what its 16th-century Spanish conquerors called “the northern mystery.”
			
—Sally Baker
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recent releases
We Won’t Get Fooled Again
How the Christian Right Went Wrong, and How to Make
America Right Again
Gregg Jackson ’90
JAJ Publishing (2011)
In this political season the Christian Right often
lambasts the Liberal Left. But in this book Gregg
Jackson ’90 and Steve Deace, both conservative
radio hosts and commentators, save their harshest
criticism for their Christian colleagues, excoriating
prominent conservative commentators and politicians
for failing to attain the goals demanded by their faith.
The “inconvenient truth is that despite all of the
time, talent, and treasure presumably spent to stand
for righteousness in America, this country is careening toward a leftist and pagan collision course with
historical oblivion,” the authors write.
Deace and Jackson, whose last book was Conservative Comebacks to Liberal Lies, spent three years
interviewing the biggest players in the Religious Right
movement. They say that over the past 30 years, the
country has become more secular, Planned Parenthood has grown more powerful, gay rights advocates
are more successful, government is bigger, and more
babies are born out of wedlock. The authors don’t
blame their opponents as much as the Republican
Party and compromising and even hypocritical conservative politicians and commentators, from Mitt
Romney to Ann Coulter.
“History records there are two things almost every once great civilization on earth had in common,”
the authors write. “The first is an abandonment of
moral certainty and absolute truth right down to its
basic foundations. The second is that in their arrogance they never saw their downfall coming.”
This book is their warning.
Writes former Republican presidential candidate
Mike Huckabee, in his front-cover endorsement, “If
you want something lukewarm or platitudes in plain
flavored pablum, this book is beyond you.”
Efficacité/Efficacy: How To Do Things With Words and Images?
Véronique Plesch (art), Catriona MacLeod, and
Jan Baetens, editors
Rodopi (2011)
The themes discussed by the contributors to this
volume, all specialists in their field, highlight one or
more aspects of the agency of both text and image.
Bridging the gap between the Anglo-Saxon and the
Latin research traditions, this bilingual volume focuses on three major questions: What do we do with
texts and images? How do texts and images become
active cultural agents? And what do texts and images help us do? Contributions cover a wide range of
topics and disciplines (from visual poetry to garden
theory ekphrasis to new media art) and represent an
overview of what cutting-edge analysis in word and
image studies stands for today.

Strategic Conservation Planning
Ole Amundsen III ’90
Land Trust Alliance (2011)
Manager of green infrastructure planning for
the Conservation Fund, Amundsen has been at
the forefront of the conservation movement for
two decades. In the process he has helped more
than 400 land trusts navigate the complex world of
land conservation. This book, part of a Land Trust
Alliance series, helps land conservators think and
act strategically—not always easy when so many
conservation opportunities seem urgent and vital.
But Amundsen shows that land trusts that remain
focused on clearly thought out priorities and visions
raise more money and protect more land than organizations that operate without a plan. Incorporating
samples from various land-protection efforts across
the country, Amundsen provides a detailed guide
through the process, from creating a strategic plan
to using satellite imaging.
War Record: Dreams of a Stolen World
Mark Zaccaria ’70
Tate Publishing (2012)
Leo Zaccaria was a typical World War II veteran.
He kept his memories—horrific combat, languishing
in brutal German POW camps—to himself. Then,
when Zaccaria was 84, his son Mark persuaded him
to leave behind a record of his experiences.
In the first installment of four, Mark Zaccaria recreates his father’s experiences in novel form, beginning with his childhood in East Boston. The detailed
rendering of 1930s America includes the day-to-day
life of a successful immigrant family and the backdrop of looming conflict with Germany and Japan. It’s
a realistic and unromanticized recollection, as some
rush to marry before being “sucked into the vortex of
war,” and others sow wild oats.
“They were ready to go,” Zaccaria writes. “There
was no question that if the country needed them,
they would serve. Before that time came, though,
they felt there were some beers to be drunk and
some women to be chased.”
While this may seem a trivial note to serve as a
precursor to the monumental conflict to come, Zaccaria is intent on recreating the time and place. In
this first book he contrasts with careful authenticity
a country where the American dream was being realized with the grim hopelessness of the POW camp in
Berga, Germany.
The elder Zaccaria was fortunate to survive to
tell the tale. Readers are fortunate that his son has
made the effort to preserve a story that is at once
about a single soldier and an entire generation.
			
—Gerry Boyle ’78

Colby / SPRING 2012 33

CM_24-37_FTH From the Hill_v2.indd 33

4/25/12 2:42 PM

34

Colby / SPRING 2012

CM_24-37_FTH From the Hill_v2.indd 34

4/25/12 2:42 PM

Concussion Impact
Colby-based project helps Maine schools reduce sports injuries
Gerry Boyle ’78 STORY  JEFF POULAND PHOTOS

When Joseph Atkins coached high school football in New York state in the 1980s, he regularly
had players come to the bench after taking a hard
hit to the helmet. “What did I do?” said Atkins,
now a psychology professor and assistant dean
of students at Colby. “I asked them how many fingers I was holding up, and then I said, ‘Get your
butt back in the game.’ Who knew better?”
Most people know better now. But, according
to the principals in the Colby-supported Maine
Concussion Management Institute, there’s still
a way to go.
“We have all of the resources in the world,”
said College Medical Director Paul Berkner, D.O.
“But what about the students in the high schools,
who are at higher risk for more concussions?”
The brainchild of Berkner, Atkins, and Portland physician William Heinz, M.D., the project in
three years has provided more than half of the
high schools in Maine with state-of-the-art training, testing tools, and education to better diagnose and treat concussed athletes. More high
schools are being added each year.
The group, which includes Colby professors
Jan Holly (mathematics and statistics), Bruce
Maxwell (computer science), Liam O’Brien
(statistics), Edward Yeterian (psychology), and
James Scott (statistics), wants to reduce concussions by spreading the word about existing
guidelines and to provide resources for neurocognitive testing that can show when a brain injury
has occurred, and when and if it’s safe for an
athlete to return to play.
MCMI has done this by educating high school
athletic trainers on the latest protocols and by
offering funding for concussion-testing software
provided by a company called ImPACT. Seventyfive athletic trainers from Maine high schools attended a 2009 kickoff conference on the subject
at Colby, made possible through a grant from

Callie Wade ’13, above, administers a baseline
balance test to be used if a Colby athlete suffers
a brain injury in the future. At left, lacrosse player
Michelle Burt ’14 undergoes testing.
Colby’s Goldfarb Center for Public Affairs and
Civic Engagement.
Said Arlene Dudley, athletic trainer for Kennebunk schools. “I got involved from day one.”
That number of schools has grown to 68 of
the 152 high schools in the state, with many of
the nonparticipating schools using what is fast
becoming accepted practice in Maine and elsewhere. A grant from the Bill Alfond Foundation is
being used to add more schools to the MCMI rolls.
Berkner and his allies also helped craft legislation being considered by the Maine Legislature
that would require schools to follow the concussion protocols. The law, Berkner said, would back
up trainers and coaches who want to protect injured athletes but get resistance from players,
parents, and others. “They can say, ‘It’s not my
decision. It’s the state’s decision,’” he said.
Allowing concussed athletes to return to play
too soon—and in some cases ever—can result

“We have all the resources in the world. But what about the students in
the high schools, who are at higher risk?”
—Medical Director Paul Berkner

in prolonged symptoms or possible catastrophic
brain injury if the head is subjected to continued
blows. Despite that risk, trainers still sometimes
are pressured to allow an athlete to to play, Dudley said. If the athlete had a badly sprained ankle, there would be no argument. “But the brain,”
she said, “It’s, ‘When can I go back?’”
The MCMI initiatives, along with national attention to professional sports, are increasing
awareness of the problem, Dudley said. When a
school system adopts formal guidelines, administrators and teachers must be educated.
At South Portland High School, head athletic
trainer John Ryan, a member of the MCMI board,
said students are more willing to come to trainers to report an injury and coaches and parents
are more attuned to the seriousness of brain injuries. “The kids are starting to sit up and take
notice that athletics is just a small piece of their
lives,” Ryan said.
The goal is for fewer of those injuries to take
place. Berkner said more and more high schools
are following the same or similar procedures used
at Colby. All Colby varsity athletes and members
of the men’s and women’s rugby clubs take a
computerized baseline neurocognitive test that
can be used for comparison if an athlete suffers a
concussion. The health center, he said, now sees
three or four concussed athletes each week, and
some 75 every year. “If your cognitive function is
affected, this can document it,” he said.
Bruce Maxwell, associate professor of computer science, is developing a device that measures athletes’ balance, a test that had been
done manually. The goal: more-objective results.
In addition, Berkner, Maxwell, and intern Callie Wade ’13, a biology major planning to enter
medical school, prepared a grant request for the
National Institutes of Health that, if funded, will
allow for further study of data from some 17,000
high school baseline tests and testing of more
than 800 concussed athletes.
“We’re the only statewide injury-management
program for concussions,” Berkner said.
The Colby-based initiative has an advantage
over hospitals and other medical entities because MCMI isn’t seen as competition. “This is
not a business,” he said. “This is a truly philanthropic endeavor.”
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Quiet Powerhouse
Uncharacteristically, Rachael Mack ’12 had
been missing three-pointers. Four in a row, in fact.
But, with Colby trailing Williams by five points
with two minutes left in a NESCAC women’s
basketball quarterfinal, Colby coach Julie Veilleux
drew up a play for Mack to take another threepointer. Mack made the shot, and Colby went on
to win by two points.
That’s what coaches and fans came to
expect from Mack during her four years at Colby.
Not only was she one of the top players in the
program’s history, she was also one of the most
reliable contributors.
“She’s just so consistent,” Veilleux said. “She
isn’t someone who stands out as a powerhouse,
per se. A lot of times when she scores, it’s quiet
points. But she’s there.”
Mack came to Colby to major in chemistry
and joined a basketball team that had won only
31 of 97 games over the previous four seasons.
Soon after taking an environmental chemistry
class, she became an environmental studies
major. Along the way she was also a big part of
changing the basketball program.
During Mack’s four years at Colby, the Mules
record was 78-30, and the team made two NCAA
Division III tournament appearances—the first
two for women’s basketball in school history.
“That was something I hadn’t experienced before,” Mack said. “I’d always been lucky enough
to be a part of really successful teams. So it was
great to go through that process of, ‘Okay, how
do we do what we need to do to get to the top?’ I
think it really brought us closer as a team.”
It looked like that win against Williams Feb.
18 would put Colby back in the NCAA tourna-

PHOTO BY Dustin Satloff ’15

Rachael Mack ends career with 1,241 points, leads team turnaround

Rachel Mack ’12 on offense against Williams in
the NESCAC quarterfinal game.
ment again this year. But, despite a 19-7 record
while playing one of the toughest schedules in
the country, the Mules did not receive a bid to
the tournament, and Mack got the news while
watching the selection show on campus.
Pat Coleman, of the website D3hoops.com,
told the Morning Sentinel that Colby was “the
best team that didn’t get in—by a significant
margin.”
“It was definitely a huge disappointment,”
Mack said. “I think some of it was out of our
hands, but at the same time, if we had picked up
one or two more keys wins during the season, it
definitely would have put us over the edge.”
While the ending was sudden, Mack’s

career at Colby was consistently outstanding.
She scored 1,241 points, tying her for fifth on
the team’s all-time scoring list, and made 85
percent of her free throws over four years. After
making four three-pointers as a sophomore and
junior, she was asked to take more as a senior,
and her .410 mark from long range was the best
on the team. She averaged 12.3 points and 7.8
rebounds per game.
Despite that success she remained quiet by
nature. Mack was never flashy and rarely let her
emotions show on the court.
“Offensively, she’s got a poise to her,” Veilleux said. “She almost reminds me of a Tim
Duncan, just this poised assassin. ... You see it
when she’s just shooting hoops. She’s very, very
competitive.”
As she takes that competitiveness into the
world, Mack’s first step will be to back off from
academics at least for the time being. Rather
than going straight to graduate school, she’s
interested in work that aligns with the field she’s
passionate about.
“The Career Center’s actually been a really
big help with that,” she said. “I was definitely
thinking grad school. But they really encourage
you ... to not go to grad school just to say you’re
going to grad school.
“I’d love to get a job doing something with
environmental outreach,’ she said.
She’s also prepared for the transition from
the intensity of NESCAC basketball to women’s
leagues.
“It’s a huge part of my time here,” Mack said.
“My teammates are some of my best friends.”
—Matt DiFilippo

SPORTS SHORTS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL defeated Williams
61-59 in the NESCAC tourney quarterfinals
thanks, in part, to JAYDE BENNETT ’13. The
Mules trailed for much of the second half
when, with less than a minute left, Bennett
drove for a layup and sank a free throw to take
the lead. AARIKA RITCHIE ’12 sank two free
throws with 2.1 seconds left. The team lost
to Amherst in a NESCAC semifinal Feb. 25.
RACHAEL MACK ’12 and JILL VAUGHAN ’12
were All-NESCAC. Vaughan, named to the second team, finished her career with 887 points,
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630 rebounds, and 108 blocked shots. …
In ALPINE SKIing JIM RYAN ’14 took 18th
place in men’s giant slalom at the NCAA Div.
I Skiing Championships March 10 in Bozeman, Mont. Ryan took 25th in men’s slalom.
In the women’s slalom CASSADY ROBERTS
’13 was 26th and NATALIE BIEDERMANN
’12 was 32nd. … NORDIC SKIING was represented at nationals by JAKE BARTON ’13,
who finished 32nd in the men’s 10K freestyle
race. … WOMEN’S HOCKEY defeated Hamilton to make the NESCAC playoffs but fell to

top-seeded Middlebury. Goaltender BRIANNE
WHEELER ’14 was named to the All-NESCAC
second team. Wheeler was second in the
league in saves and had two shutouts and
a 2.76 goals-against average. … In MEN’S
HOCKEY MIKE DOHERTY ’12 was a semifinalist for the Joe Concannon Award, presented to the best American-born men’s DIII
hockey player in New England. Doherty was
among the scorers in a 4-3 win over Bowdoin
Dec. 3. … VOLLEYBALL returned to the NESCAC playoffs for the first time since winning
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The Nation’s Fastest
Dominique Kone ’13 is the fastest sprinter
in Division III.
Kone, from Bucksport, Maine, bested the
field in the 60-meter dash at the national NCAA
Division III Men’s Indoor Track and Field Championships at Grinnell College March 10. His
time of 6.75 broke his own Colby record.
It was Kone’s second bid for a national
championship. Last year he set the pace in the
preliminary heat of the 55-meter dash but suffered a pulled hamstring in the final. This year
he was second in the preliminary 60-meter
dash heat, running a 6.78 after a slow start. “It
was all just nerves,” Kone said.
In the final Kone caught the favorite,
Jonathan Smith of Guilford College in North
Carolina, in the last 10 meters of the race to
win. “I knew if I had a good start, I could beat
that time,” Kone said.
It was the crowning victory to a strong
season in which he took New England and
ECAC titles. Kone also won Maine titles in the
60 dash, 200 dash, and long jump. And he
expects to be back next year to see if he can
improve on his personal bests.
Coach Jared Beers ’01 said he was proud of
Kone’s national championship, especially after
the disappointment of his injury last year. “He
looked at it as one more obstacle to be tackled
and never got down,” Beers said.
Kone came late to indoor track, playing
basketball at Colby as a first-year. He won the
NESCAC title for the 100-meter dash in outdoor
track that year and as a sophomore clocked
the fastest 55-meter time in the country in the
preliminary race at the NCAA championship.

the championship in 2005. CAITLIN BURCHILL ’12 finished with 1,119 digs and 656
kills. MACKIE SEWALL ’12 finished with 367
kills and 125 blocks. … MANDY FERGUSON
’12 continued her winning ways for WOMEN’S
SWIMMING AND DIVING, racking up victories and setting a pool record in the 1,650
freestyle. … MASON ROBERTS ’12 was AllNESCAC for MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING
after top-three finishes in two events at the
league championships. Roberts set Colby records in three breaststroke events. Roberts,
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Dominique Kone ’13 wins nCAA DIII 60-meter dash, coming back from 2011 injury

Dominique Kone ’13, right, wins the national NCAA DIII 60-meter dash.
He is the fifth Colby varsity athlete to win a
national title. Jamie Brewster ’00, now associate director of admissions and financial aid,
won titles in the hammer throw in 1997, 1998,
and 1999. Alpine skier Abbi Lathrop ’06 won
the giant slalom in 2006. Cindy Pomerleau ’97
won the heptathlon and Todd Coffin ’83 won
the steeplechase, both in their senior years.
Billy Pettengill ’11 won a national snowboardcross title. The only Colby team to win a

BRIAN GILLIGAN ’12, RYAN TRAFTON ’12,
and VINCENT GALEA ’15 broke the Colby record in the 200 medley relay. … In WOMEN’S
INDOOR TRACK, the 800-meter relay team
won the ECAC Championship in New York City
March 2. ANNABELLE HICKS ’14, BRITTANY
REARDON ’14, BRITTNEY BELL ’13, and
FRANCES ONYILAGHA ’14 topped a 26-team
field and broke the Colby record by nearly two
seconds. … In MEN’S INDOOR TRACK, LUKE
DOHERTY MUNRO ’13 earned All-New England honors in the 1,000-meter run. DYLAN

national title is women’s crew, for their victory
in 2003.
Contacted in Orlando, Fla., where the outdoor track team was training and competing during spring break, Kone said it was back to reality
very quickly after his national championship.
“The day I got back I had an econ exam,” he
said. “I studied on the plane. I studied in the
airport. As soon as I got back to campus I went
straight to the library.”

NISKY ’14 competed in the 800-meter run at
the NCAA DIII Indoor Track and Field Championship at Grinnell College. … For WOMEN’S
SQUASH first-position player KATE PISTEL
’13 notched her 50th win and was named to
the All-NESCAC first team. Head coach SAKHI
KHAN was the NESCAC women’s squash
coach of the year. … MEN’S SQUASH standout HARRY SMITH ’12 finished his career by
being named, for the fourth year, to both the
All-NESCAC team and the NESCAC All-Sportsmanship team.
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